NORMANDY / BRITTANY  ADOPTION  PROGRAM


Most of you know about the “Adoption Program” at The Netherlands-American Cemetery at Margraten in The Netherlands, and how well it has been accepted and kept going for the past 55+ years..


In case you are not familiar with this program: In 1945 an organization was created, whereby its members could adopt one (or more) of the graves in this Cemetery. They were asked to visit their “adopted son” and place flowers on his grave as often as possible and practical, but particularly on our American holidays: Memorial Day, 4th of July and Veterans Day.

This program has been in place for over 55 years now, with families handing down the “adoption” from generation to generation and now in a third generation.

There are 8,304 graves in the Cemetery, and each and every one has been adopted by one or more families, as there are not enough graves to go around with only one to a family, or one family per grave.  At our official American ceremonies on our designated holidays, there are often 2,500 – 3,000 Dutch citizens present, to pay tribute to our fallen heroes, from all units of the conflict in 1944 – 1945. They remain in attendance throughout the ceremony without regard to the weather – rain storms and all, they stay in place.

Now a similar “Adoption Program” has been organized in Normandy to incorporate both the Normandy-American Cemetery and the Brittany-American Cemetery.

It is named “Les Fleurs de la Memoire”, (The Flowers of Memory).  Its current goal is to initially subscribe about 1,000 members by the next Memorial Day in 2001, who will adopt graves of their choice, with preference being given to: The Unknown Soldiers, Medal of Honor Soldiers, and then any others of their own choice.

The organization is headed by their newly elected and 1st President: Mr. Claude Lavieille of St. Jean-de-Daye, Normandy, a long time friend.  On their Board of Directors are a few local Mayors and prominent business people, who are undertaking this task with great enthusiasm.

They are hopeful, that in a few years, each grave in the Normandy & Brittany Cemeteries will have been adopted, as they are at Margraten.

This program has the full “blessing” of the American Battle Monuments Commission, and the official approval by the Department of Manche and all of the Mayors in the area. This gives it much prestige and ensures that it will get off to a good start.

The people of Normandy have expressed their pleasure in having this capable and enthusiastic organization, that will be in charge of the Program, to assist them in paying tribute to our Fallen Heroes, who liberated their area, and gave them the Peace and Freedom that they are enjoying today.

P.S. As of this date, (3/07/07) over 7,600 of these American graves have been adopted by the citizens of Normandy, and other parts of France.
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