THEY ARE ADOPTED !

During my recent visit to Normandy, I visited the Normandy-American Cemetery, overlooking Omaha Beach and the English Channel.

At the main Memorial, there is a Wall of the Missing, with the names of 1,557 men who have been declared Missing in Action during WWII.

Among these names are 18 men of the 113th Field Artillery Battalion, who lost their lives in a terrible disaster in the English Channel on 15 June 1944, and were never recovered.

Following is a list of these men who are Missing:

Joseph E. Barbour


John W. Martin

Clyde W. Beacher


Cecil E. Mc Lendon

Steve W. Carroll


John E. Nelms Jr.

James B. Collier


Albert P. Ramirez

James S. Davis


Wiley G. Ratcliff

Clarence M. Edwards


Outra Schroader

Donald B. Edwards


William S. Srp

John A. Husli



J.C. Swanger

Jacob C. Marshall


John F. Udovic

It was felt that it would be a fitting tribute to these men to have all of their names “adopted” in the name of our 30th Infantry Division Veterans of WWII.  The organization, “Les Fleurs de la Memoire” will, upon special occasions, place flowers beneath the panel on which their names are inscribed.  Thus they will be honored and not forgotten.

We hope that any surviving family members of these men will appreciate the fact that these men will never be forgotten.

For more information on this adoption program, those of you who have computers can find it at: <fleursdelamemoire.free.fr>

Anyone can become a member of “Les Fleurs de la Memoire” and adopt any available grave at the Normandy or Brittany Cemeteries, by contacting this organization:

“Les Fleurs de la Memoire”; Mr. Claude Lavieille, President;  23 Rue des Mesnils Veneron; 50620 St. Jean-de-Daye, France.

A very modest membership dues for “lifetime” is $5.00, which can be enclosed in your letter, and is the easiest way to transmit funds.

For more information on this organization, please contact:

Frank W. Towers

President

30th Inf. Div. Veterans of WWII

towersfw@windstream.net  

