The Seine Bridgehead

Unknown to many, is the saga of the Seine River bridgehead in August 1944, as very little of this time period was written about in any of the 30th Division Histories. It was during the time of the “rat-race” and little time was taken up in writing about the events of these days.


Basically, the 79th Infantry Division made the initial crossing of the Seine River at Mantes-Gassicourt on 20 August, and they established a small bridgehead on the east bank of the River.


Then, the 30th Infantry Division made their uneventful crossing and started the expansion and exploitation of the area, while rapidly pursuing the German Army in what was commonly known as the “rat-race”.  This took place during the period of 21-30 August 1944.


Although the German Army was putting up a poor and hasty delaying action and defense, numerous casualties occurred.


Among these KIA’s were:  117th Regiment – 27; 119th Regiment – 38; 120th Regiment – 12; 30th Recon Troop -1; 743rd Tk. Bn. – 5; 823rd TD Bn,- 2, for a total of 85 KIA in this action during these days.


During the time period from 20 August through 29 August, the 79th Infantry Division sustained over 100 KIA and many more wounded casualties.


A very detailed account of the action in this area has been written by Bruno Renoult & Genevieve Havelange, titles “La Tete de Pont de Mantes”, (The Bridgehead at Mantes), covering the time period of 18 August through 31 August.  Unfortunately, this book has only been published in the French language, and there are no translations within, but it may be translated soon.


From this point onwards, the 30th Infantry Division continued its “rat-race” chasing the Germans across northeastern France, up into Belgium and on into Holland, then retreating behind the Great West Wall.


For further details on the Seine Bridgehead crossing by the 79th Infantry Division, you may want to read the “Combat History of the 79th Infantry Division”.
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