Mortain to the Seine


After the Battle of Mortain, there was not a great deal of important happenings, but it was a rapid advance across Northern France to the Seine River.

Advancing 15 – 18 – 20 miles a day was the norm, and a great difference of what we had been advancing through the Norman hedgerows at the rate of 50 – 100 yards a day!

First was Domfront, a city up on the very top of a steep hill, which was taken with little resistance.  The Germans were on the run.  This was the beginning of what we called the “Rat-Race” for the next month.

At this time, just to our north was the famous Falaise Pocket, where the German Seventh Army was being encircled, from the north by the British, and from the south by the American forces.  The two Allied forces met at what was called the Falaise Gap, the gap between Falaise and Argentan, which the forces of Patton’s Third Army was trying to close in conjunction with Montgomery’s Canadian and Polish forces.  This was a hard fought battle, and unfortunately it allowed over one half of the encircled German forces to escape before this gap was closed.
Upon our joining forces with the British, there was considerable rejoicing, not only by the troops, but by the local citizens who were overjoyed to greet their liberators.  Every villager had their special buried treasure in the form of bottles of  wine and Calvados! Everyone was busy toasting each other with this vintage wine or the fiery native drink of Calvados.
At this point we received orders to move approximately 115 miles to Dreux, about 40 miles west of Paris.  Speculation was abounding, as it was believed that we were headed for Paris, and the liberation of The City of Lights.  But when the next orders were received, we were disappointed to learn that we were to attack to the north from Nonancourt to St. Andre de l’Eure, then northward to Evreux.

Enemy action was very sporadic during this time of August 19 to August 24th.  After liberating Evreux, the 120th Regiment liberated a major airport just east of Evreux, then it proceeded eastward to Mantes Gassicourt, where the 79th Division had established a bridgehead across the Seine River.
Paris was liberated, courtesy of the U.S. Army, in allowing the 2nd French Armored Division, led by Gen. LeClerc,  to be the first troops to enter Paris.  Much to our disappointment!!

Already we were feeling the effects of the shortage of gasoline, as the 120th Regiment had to be left behind at Evreux, as all of the trucks were being used to displace the 117th and 119th Regiments forward.

