Origin of the 30th Division Shoulder Patch
The divisional insignia of the 30th Division was adopted and used as early as June, 1918, in WWI.

When the G.H.Q. directed, in October 1917, that a distinctive divisional insignia be adopted and worn by all Officers and Men of the Division, this design was submitted to G.H.Q. and was approved by the Commander-in-Chief.

The design is a monogram in blue, the letter “O” surrounding the letter “H”, with three “X’s” inside the cross-bar of the letter “H”, all of which is superimposed upon a maroon cloth background.

The insignia was personally designed by Major General George W. Read, at the time, Divisional Commander, who later commanded the II Army Corps, and  is now commander of the American Embarkation Center at Le Mans, France.  It was suggested to him that it be referred to, by the nickname of the Division, which is “OLD HICKORY”.

Consequently, the “O” and the “H” in the monogram, represent “OLD HICKORY”, and the “XXX” represent the Divisional number “30”. 

While the Division at that time was composed of men from Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota and the Dakotas, when first formed, soldiers from North and South Carolina and Tennessee comprised the vast majority of the personnel.  The name “OLD HICKORY” was therefore selected at that time, as best exemplifying the sturdy fighting qualities of soldiers from these states last named.

General Orders No. 7, Headquarters 30th Division, announcing the selection of the name, read in part as follows:

“OLD HICKORY” was the affectionate nickname of Andrew Jackson, the famous American general of the war of 1812.  He was born in 1767.  While both North and South Carolina claim him as a native son, it is certain that he studied Law at Salisbury, N.C., and while yet under 20 years of age, he was admitted to the bar as Attorney an Counselor, and in 1798, was appointed Public Prosecutor in the region now forming the State of Tennessee.  In 1796, he was elected to Congress, and in 1797 to the United States Senate, from which he resigned the following year.  From 1798 to 1804 he was Judge of the Supreme Courts of Tennessee.  He was again elected to the United States Senate from Tennessee in 1833.  He was later elected as President of the United States for 8 consecutive years.
His life was a stormy one, but taken all-in-all, “OLD HICKORY” Jackson was one of the most commanding personalities in American history.  It is his indomitable fighting qualities, as shown particularly at the battle of New Orleans on January 8th, 1815, that this Division will emulate.  The military history of the ancestors of the soldiers of this Division gives every reason for the world to expect great things of their sons.

The 30th Division will accordingly be known hereafter as the “OLD HICKORY DIVISION”.

Shown below is a sample of the design of this insignia.
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