U.S. Infantry Battalion  T/O & E
June 1944

This document was compiled from copies of the T/O&E  7-17 and 7-18, dated 26 February 1944, furnished by the U.S. Army War College, Carlisle Barracks P.A.

These tables were amended on 30 June 1944, which showed a slight decrease in personnel, and a slight increase in firepower, which added six submachine guns per Rifle company, plus two at Battalion Hq, Company.  All of these were not specifically allocated, and were to be distributed at the discretion of the Company Commander. The July 1943 TO/E increased the Bazookas to an authorization of 25 per Battalion, and additional Bazookas were authorized at the Regimental level. All of these items were to be allocated at the discretion of the C.O. It indicates that the first time that the Infantry Battalion was issued the submachinegun, was one month after D-Day (June 6, 1944).

The Infantry Battalion was the lowest integrated and self contained unit in the U.S. Army, and underwent a reorganization in July 1943, that provided the basis which would see it through the campaigns in Italy and Europe. 

Composition:

Battalion Headquarters

Battalion Headquarters Company

Rifle Companies (3)

Heavy Weapons Company (1) 

The Infantry Battalion administration from 1943 to 1945:

Battalion Headquarters, (4 Officers)

Headquarters Company, (5 Officers, 117 Men)


Company Headquarters, (2 Officers, 24 men) 


Battalion HQ. Section, (13 Men)


Communications Platoon, (1 Officer, 22 Men)


Ammunition & Pioneer Platoon, (1 Officer , 26 Men)


Antitank Platoon, (1 Officer, 32 Men)

Rifle Company (3) (6 Officers, 187 Men) In each Company.


Company Headquarters, 2 Officers, 33 men)


Weapons Platoon, HQ.  (I Officer, 5 Men)



Mortar Section, (60 mm),  (17 Men)



Machinegun Section, (Lt), (12 men)


Rifle Platoon, (3), HQ. (1 Officer, 4 Men)



Rifle Squad, (3), (12 Men , each

Heavy Weapons Company, (8 Officers, 158 Men)


Company Headquarters, (2 Officers, 32 Men)


Machine Gun Platoon, (2), (1 Officer, 35 Men, each)


Mortar Platoon, (4 Officers, 56 Men)

Organization of the Battalion:

Battalion Headquarters


Battalion Commander, (Lt. Colonel)


Executive Officer, (Major)

Operations & Training, (Captain)

Intelligence Officer,( 1st. Lt.)

Battalion Headquarters Section


Provided Scouts & Drivers for the Officers of the Bn. Hq.

Company Headquarters

Provided the various personnel, cooks, supply men and specialists required to keep the Battalion functioning as an integrated unit

Communications Platoon

Maintains radio, wire and telephone communication between Battalion and higher and parallel units

Ammunition & Pioneer Platoon

The A&P Platoon provided a pool of men who could undertake a variety of manual tasks, including distributing ammunition to forward positions.  It was commanded by a 2nd Lt. with a Sergeant and a driver for the Platoon vehicle, which mounted a .50 cal. heavy machine gun.  Each of its three 8 man squads was led by a Sergeant.  The four NCO’s carried rifles, all other men carried Carbines, and the Platoon carried two bazookas for antitank defense..

Antitank Platoon

The Antitank Platoon provided the battalion with a limited ability to resist an armored attack.  It was commanded by a 2nd Lt., with a Sergeant, and a driver for his jeep, plus a .50 cal.HMG.  Its three squads each served a single 57 mm antitank gun.  The 57 mm gun was actually the British 6 pounder, produced by America, to replace the obsolete and inefficient 37 mm gun.  Each gun squad had ten men, armed with rifles, carbines and pistols, and a truck to transport crew, guns and ammunition.  Each squad initially carried one, in addition to its towed gun.

Rifle Company

The ultimate staying power of the Battalion was provided by its three Rifle Companies, the foundation of which was the Rifle Squad of 12 men.

The squad was commanded by a Sergeant, assisted by a Corporal.  They commanded an assault group of seven men, two of whom were designated as Scouts, and an auto riflemen, an assistant and an ammunition bearer. The auto-rifleman carried the squad’s single Browning Automatic Rifle, (BAR), and every other man was armed with an M-1 Rifle, the Garand. The BAR was a well liked but limited weapon. It could not be considered as a light machine gun in the same way as a US Light Machine Gun, a British Bren gun or a German MG34/42.  Instead, it was what was called: A rifle capable of firing short bursts of automatic fire from its 20 round magazine.  The barrel could not be changed, so prolonged firing was not advisable. It had been designed for use back in the First World War, hence its designation, M1918, and no replacement had been made up to the time of World War II.  This was because the US Army placed its emphasis, not on a small number of light machine guns, but on a large number of semi-automatic rifles.  The M1 Rifle, the Garand, was the weapon chosen to employ this doctrine.  Each man could fire his 8 round magazine in seconds, without pausing to operate the manual bolt action, required by the previous prime weapon, the Springfield ’03  This gave the US soldier an undoubted advantage, that was the envy of every ally and adversary When the M1 rifle grenade adapter was issued in 1943, three were issued to each squad.

In action, the assistant squad leader would control the fire of the BAR, while the assault group would maneuver towards the enemy. The squad leader could be found anywhere he was needed.  The function of the scouts was to probe the enemy line, but they were also needed to add their fire power to the assault group.

Platoon Headquarters was a simple organization:  A 1st or 2nd Lt.. as a Platoon Leader, 2 Sergeants, (one a Platoon Sergeant and the other the Platoon Guide.), and two runners. The Platoon Commander was normally armed with a Carbine, but many carried a pistol instead for convenience.  The Carbine was of more use and more accurate in firing than the pistol. All other men were armed with the M1 Rifle. One man in each platoon, at the direction of his officer, was armed with the M1903A4 Springfield bolt action rifle, fitted with a sniper scope. The M1 did not have this capability.  A radio, usually the well known ‘walkie-talkie’ was also carried by one man in the Platoon Hq..

The Weapons Platoon helped to alleviate the lack of firepower of the squads.  Its light mortar section served three 60 mm Mortars, each with a range of up to 1,800 m.  The light machine gun section also served two belt fed M1919 Browning.  Platoon Hq. had two jeeps and trailers, plus a .50 cal HMG for local anti-aircraft defense.

Company Headquarters was a large unit, split between the usual command and administrative duties.  The Commanding officer was a Captain, with a 1st lieutenant serving as his Executive Officer. The large size of the Company Hq. was due to the allocation of 17 men  carried as ‘Basics’.  Every other man in the Company had a specific task to perform, but the Basics were without special task assignments. They were intended to act as a replacement pool, to take care of casualties or other losses sustained in the squads.  Also, they could be utilized for the defense of the Hq. if needed. Usually, the Company had 5 Bazookas for immediate antitank defense. This was the first rocket launcher placed in the hands of the rifleman.  It was ineffective against heavy German tanks, but they could still engage a large variety of other armored vehicles in an attacking force.  It was best utilized as a ‘bunker buster’ and able to lob a round into an occupied building or a machinegun nest. There was no designated crew for this weapon, and was issued and utilized at the discretion of the company Commander.

Heavy Weapons Company

Headquarters-This unit provided similar command and administrative operations as that of the Rifle Company, and added a .50 cal. HMG  mounted on its ¾ ton Weapons Carrier.

Machine Gun Platoon-Each of the 3 Machine Gun Platoons served four .30 cal. Browning M1917 Heavy Machine Guns. Each of the four squads was provided with a jeep and trailer, with an additional jeep at Platoon Hq.  Two Bazookas were added during 1944.

Mortar Platoon-This unit provided the Battalion with its real heavy firepower.  It served six 81 mm mortars, paired up into three Sections, each commanded by its own 2nd Lt., with a 1st Lt. at Platoon Hq. Each mortar squad had its own jeep and trailer, with an additional jeep at Platoon Hq., plus two Bazookas. These mortars could fire up to 3,000 meters, providing a long reach for the Battalion.

Summary


The Infantry Battalion was a very spartan formation in some ways.  Its great advantage was the fact that every man had at least a semi automatic weapon. This gave the Battalion  an incredible advantage over other formations who were still relying on their bolt action rifles for the bulk of their weapons. The Rifle squads were strongly armed with their Garands, enabling them to deliver prolonged intense automatic fire as needed.  The BAR offered only minimal support. Immediately following D-Day, additional M1919 belt fed LMG’s were issued to each Company, as well as 6 BAR’s, but no additional men were assigned to the companies to man these weapons, but were issued and utilized as needed.

About 300 of the 557 bazookas authorized by the Division, were allocated to the Artillery and support units for local defense.

As every General soon found out, no matter how devastating the preparatory air bombardment, and artillery barrages, the rifleman still had to go in there with his rifle and bayonet and finalize the job. 

( Frank W. Towers, 2003

U.S. Infantry Battalion

June  1944

Headquarters  &  Headquarters Company

T/O & E

Battalion Headquarters
	        Position
	         Rank 
	       Weapon
	       Vehicle

	Bn. Commander
	Lt. Col.
	Pistol
	

	Executive Officer
	Major
	Pistol
	

	Opns. & Trng.  (S3)
	Captain
	Carbine
	

	Intelligence O.  (S2)
	1st Lieutenant
	Carbine
	

	
	
	
	

	Headquarters Sect.
	
	
	

	Sergeant Major
	Technical  Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Intelligence
	Staff Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Operations
	Staff Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Chemical
	Corporal
	Rifle
	

	Clerk
	Private
	Rifle
	

	Driver (2)
	Private
	Rifle
	2  ¼ ton Jeeps

	Scout (6)
	Private
	Rifle
	

	
	
	
	

	Company Hq.
	
	
	

	Adjutant (S-1)
	Captain
	Carbine
	

	Transport Officer
	1st Lieutenant
	Carbine
	

	Admin. Sergeant
	1st Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Mess Sergeant
	Staff Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Supply Sergeant
	Staff Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Transport Sgt.
	Sergeant
	Rifle
	

	Company Clerk
	Corporal
	Rifle
	

	Bugler
	Private
	Carbine
	

	Armorer
	Private
	Rifle
	

	Auto Mechanic
	Private
	Rifle
	¾ ton Truck

	Field Cook (4)
	Private
	Rifle
	

	Orderly
	Private
	Carbine
	1/4 ton Jeep

	Basic (6)
	Private
	Rifle
	


Communications Platoon

	Position
	Rank
	Weapon
	Vehicle *

	Platoon Leader
	1stLieutenant
	Carbine
	

	Communication Chief
	Staff Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Radioman
	Staff Sergeant
	Rifle
	

	Message Chief
	Sergeant
	Rifle
	

	Wireman
	Sergeant
	Rifle
	

	Code Clerk (2)
	Private
	Rifle
	

	Lineman (5)
	Private
	Rifle
	

	Messenger (4)
	Private
	Carbine
	

	Radio Operator
	Private
	Rifle
	

	Switchboard Operator (2)
	Private
	Rifle
	

	Radio Repairman
	Private
	Rifle
	


*Notes:

¼ ton Jeep (5) and trailer (2) Platoon Transport

Headquarters Weapons, Special assignment

This section to go to bottom of 








Previous page.

Launcher, Rocket, 2.36 inch, anti-tank  (2)

Gun, Sub-machine, .45 cal.  (2)

Light Machine Gun, M1919A4  (6)

Platoon Weapons  Special Assignment

Under Notes above, this page

Launcher, Rocket, 2.36 inch, Anti-Tank
Ammunition & Pioneer Platoon

	Position
	Rank
	Weapon
	Vehicle

	Platoon Leader
	2nd Lieutenant
	Carbine
	

	Platoon Sergeant
	Tech. Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Driver
	Private
	Rifle
	1 ½ ton truck & 1 ton trailer*

	Squad Leader
	Sergeant
	Rifle
	

	Ammunition Bearer

(21)
	Private
	Carbine
	


Platoon Weapons


Launcher, Rocker, 2.36 inch Anti-Tank (2)

Note:  
*Carries 1 .50 cal M2HB

Anti-Tank Platoon

	Position
	Rank
	Weapon
	Vehicle

	Platoon Hq.
	
	
	

	Platoon Leader
	2nd Lieutenant
	Carbine
	

	Platoon Sergeant
	Tech Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Driver
	Private
	Carbine
	¼ ton Jeep *

	
	
	
	

	Anti-Tank Squad (3) each
	
	
	

	Squad Leader
	Staff Sergeant
	Rifle
	

	Gunner
	Corporal
	Pistol, & 57mm Anti-Tank Gun
	

	Ammunition Bearer
	Private
	Carbine
	

	Driver
	Private
	Rifle
	1 ½ ton truck


Platoon Weapons


Launcher, Rocket, 2.36 inch, Anti-Tank (3), one pet AT Squad.

Note: * Carries .50 cal M2HB

The Rifle Company

	Position
	Rank
	Weapon
	Vehicle

	Company HQ
	
	
	

	Company C.O.
	Captain
	Carbine
	

	Executive Officer
	1st Lieutenant
	Carbine
	

	Company Sergeant
	1st Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Mess Sergeant
	Staff Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Supply Sergeant
	Staff Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Communications
	Sergeant
	Rifle
	

	Company Clerk
	Corporal
	Rifle
	

	Bugler
	Private
	Carbine
	

	Armorer
	Private
	Rifle
	

	Messenger (3)
	Private
	Carbine
	

	Field Cook (6)
	Private
	Rifle
	

	Basics (17)
	Private
	Rifle
	

	Messenger
	Private
	Rifle
	


Notes:


Company Weapons Pool, Issued at C.O.’s orders.


Launcher, Rocket, 2.36 inch, Anti-Tank (5)


Gun, submachine, .45 cal (6)


Browning Automatic Rifle, .30 cal (6)
Rifle Platoon, (3) each

	Position
	Rank
	Weapon
	Vehicle

	Platoon Hq.
	
	
	

	Platoon Leader
	Lieutenant
	Carbine
	

	Platoon Sergeant
	Tech. Sergeant
	Rifle
	

	Platoon Guide
	Staff Sergeant
	Rifle
	


Notes:

One Platoon commanded by a 1st Lieutenant, the other two each commanded by a 2nd Lieutenant

Rifle Squad, (3) Each

	Position
	Rank
	Weapon
	Vehicle

	Squad Leader
	Staff Sergeant
	Rifle
	

	Ass’t. Squad Leader
	Sergeant
	Rifle
	

	Rifleman (7)
	Private
	Rifle
	

	Auto Rifleman,
	Private
	Auto. Rifle (BAR)
	

	Ass’t. BAR man
	Private
	Rifle
	

	Ammunition Bearer
	Private
	Rifle
	


Weapons Platoon
	Position
	Rank
	Weapon
	Vehicle

	Platoon Leader
	1st Lieutenant
	Carbine
	

	Platoon Sergeant
	Tech. Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Messenger (2)
	Private
	Carbine
	

	Driver (2)
	Private
	Rifle
	¼ T Jeep & Trlr.*

	
	
	
	

	Mortar Sect.
	
	
	

	Section leader
	Staff Sergeant
	Rifle
	

	Messenger
	Private
	Carbine
	

	
	
	
	

	Mortar Squad, 3ea
	
	
	

	Squad Leader
	Sergeant
	Rifle
	

	60 mm Mortar Gunner
	Private
	Pistol, .45 cal.
	

	Ass’t. Gunner
	Private
	Pistol, .45 cal.
	

	AmmunitionBearer
	Private
	Carbine
	

	
	
	
	

	LMG Section
	
	
	

	Section Leader
	Staff Sergeant
	Rifle
	

	Messenger
	Private
	Carbine
	

	LMG Squad  2ea.
	
	
	

	Squad Leader
	Sergeant
	Rifle
	

	Machine Gunner
	Private
	Pistol, .45 cal.
	

	Ass’t. Gunner
	Private
	Pistol, .45 cal.
	

	Ammunition Bearer(2)
	Private
	Carbine
	


Note:  * Jeep armed with .50 cal.M2HB


The Heavy Weapons Company

	Position
	Rank
	Weapon
	Vehicle

	Company Hq.
	
	
	

	Company C.O.
	Captain
	Carbine
	

	Executive Officer
	1st Lieutenant
	Carbine
	

	Company Sergeant
	1st Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Mess Sergeant
	Staff Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Supply Sergeant
	Staff Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Communications
	Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Reconnaissance
	Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Transportation
	Sergeant
	Rifle
	

	Company Clerk
	Corporal
	Rifle
	

	Bugler
	Private
	Carbine
	

	Armorer
	Private
	Rifle
	

	Vehicle Mechanic
	Private
	Rifle
	¾ T truck w/.50 cal M2HB

	Messenger (3)
	Private
	Carbine
	¼ T Jeep

	Field Cook (5)
	Private
	Rifle
	

	Basic  (8)
	Private
	Rifle
	


81mm Mortar Platoon

	Position
	Rank
	Weapon
	Vehicle

	Platoon Hq.
	
	
	

	Platoon leader
	1st Lieutenant
	Carbine
	

	Platoon Sergeant
	Tech. Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Instrumentation
	Corporal
	Rifle
	

	Transportation
	Corporal
	Rifle
	

	Messenger
	Private
	Carbine
	¼ T Jeep

	Messenger
	Private
	Carbine
	


	Position
	Rank
	Weapon
	Vehicle

	Mortar Sect.(3 each)
	
	
	

	Section Commander
	2nd Lieutenant
	Carbine
	

	Section leader
	Staff Sergeant
	Rifle
	

	
	
	
	

	Mortar Squad,( 2 each)
	
	
	

	Squad Leader
	Staff Sergeant
	Rifle
	

	Mortar Gunner
	Corporal
	Pistol, .45 cal & 81mm Mortar
	

	Ass’t. Gunner
	Private
	Pistol, .45 cal
	

	Driver
	Private
	Pistol, .45cal
	¼ T Jeep & Trailer

	Ammo Bearer
	Private
	Carbine
	


Platoon Weapons supplement


Launcher, Rocket, 2.36 inch, antitank (2)
Machine Gun Platoon, (2 each)

	Position
	Rank
	Weapon
	Vehicle

	Platoon Hq,
	
	
	

	Platoon Leader
	1st Lieutenant
	Carbine
	

	Platoon Sergeant
	Tech. Sergeant
	Carbine
	

	Instrumentation
	Corporal
	Rifle
	

	Transportation
	Corporal
	Rifle
	

	Messenger/Driver
	Private
	Carbine
	¼ T Jeep

	Messenger
	Private
	Carbine
	

	
	
	
	

	Machine Gun Section (2 ea)
	
	
	

	Section Leader
	Staff Sergeant
	Rifle
	

	
	
	
	

	Machine Gun Squad (2 ea)
	
	
	

	Squad leader
	Sergeant
	Rifle
	

	Machine Gunner
	Corporal
	Pistol, M1917A1
	

	Assist. Gunner
	Private
	Pistol
	

	Driver
	Private
	Carbine
	¼ T Jeepw/Trlr

	Ammo Bearer
	Private
	Carbine
	

	
	
	
	


Platoon Weapon


Launcher, Rocket, 2.36 inch, antitank (2)

( Frank W. Towers, 2003



